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General environment scanning: Costa Rica
Economic analysis
In the last financial year, the economy of Costa Rica has been performing modestly, witnessing an economic growth of 3%. This has been achieved as a result of controlling pthe ublic wage bill and lowering government expenditure. The country has an economic freedom score of 65.6 ranking it the 57th in 2018 economy index. The economy has also grown as a result of improved fiscal health, freedom of labor, property rights, and monetary freedom. The thriving business environment can be attributed to a well-educated wworkforce foreign direct investment, strong institutions, economic stability, predictable policies, and good leadership. Also, the country has had a stable democracy being the most prosperous in Central America. The GDP was $52.4 billion in 2016 and grew to $52.9 billion in 2017 [1]. The country’s exports in 2016 were $9.9 billion, and $10.6 billion in 2017. On the other hand, the imports oere $15.3% in 2016 and $15.9 billion in 2017 [1]. This proves that the country has been slowly gaining economic prowess with time. The unemployment rate has also reduced significantly from 9.5% to 9.3% in 2017. This shows that the country’s income level has been increasing. 
Political analysis
Costa Rica is a democratic, independent and politically free country. The government iisrepresented by three distinct arms which include the executive, legislative, and the judiciary. Costa Rica is headed by a president who is elected by the people with his two VVice-presidents The president is the head of the state and government. The legislature is composed of 57 deputies who are elected by the public, and they form the legislative assembly. The judiciary consists of sa upreme justice court and different tribunals which serve justice. It consists of 22 magistrates who serve an 8 year period [2].
Legal analysis
The laws in the country are transparent and consistent with the international regulations. However, there are other areas which are excluded, especially areas controlled by sa tate monopoly, i.e. titis limited or no competition. The government ensures that laws and regulations are followed to the latter and thus improving humanity in the country. Human rights are highly considered based on international law, whereby all people are allowed equality in justice. The country relies on regulations and legislations from developed countries like the United States. There are also avenues where national and foreign investors can get information of how to generate income, administrative procedures, and legal justifications [3]. This in return gives them an opportunity to operate in a corruption-free environment.
Technology
The level of technology in the country has risen tremendously in the last 40 years. This can be attributed to the establishment of a ministry of science and technology, which is aimed at driving forward the economy through scientific and technological advancements (Davey 30). In 2016, the country recorded the highest growth in technology use in the previous 5 years. The country has witnessed approximately 300 high-tech companies invest there boosting the country’s economy significantly. As a result of diversifying its economy, Costa Rica has penetrated the international market effectively exporting its products to more than 151 countries across the world. 
Social factors
Costa Rica is a coastal country with two coasts. As a result, the country has two distinct cultures, on the Pacific coast and the Atlantic coast. The Pacific coast is inhabited by typical Costa Ricans while the Atlantic coast is inhabited by Africa-Caribbean culture. The country’s stable economy is highly depended on investment and business, tourism, real estate, and agriculture. The business culture of the country is characterized by its diverse nature, which focuses on describing the way of life, businesses opportunities, and challenges associated with the same. 
Due to its diverse nature, the people in Costa Rica are friendly and welcoming. They have developed this culture for decades, especially people on the Pacific coast. It is a vibrant culture which allows people to fully interact among themselves, creating a perfect environment for business. Further, the country highly depends on tourism which has helped shape the nature of Costa Ricans. 
Costa Rican culture is largely influenced by the Roman Catholic religion which accounts for the largest population. Other religions include Lutheran, Methodist, Baptist, Episcopal, and other Protestants. The relationship between the church and the government is weak thus making the country to be secular. Costa Ricans often speak Spanish while the African-Caribbean people speak English whose accent has been highly influenced by Patua, a Jamaican accent made of several languages (Davey 24). 
Costa Rican women play a major role in the society. Due to the fact that violence against women is real in the country, feminist movements have increased in the recent past, with the main aim being to protect the rights of women. Different institutions have been developed to voice out the position women occupy in the community, allowing them enough freedom to engage in activities which drive the economy of the country. 
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